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MEDIA RELEASE 

The Continued Rise in Children Needing Care and Protection Requires an Urgent 
National Response 

9 March 2018 

The release of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) Child protection Australia 
2016–17, holds few surprises for organisations working in the child protection sector. In every 
jurisdiction across Australia, the numbers of children receiving child protection services has risen, 
with almost three-quarters or 74% of these children repeat clients. The report, shows that over 
168,000 children or 1 in 32 children-received child protection services in 2016–17. 

This is the same story, albeit with an increase in numbers of children as previous AIHW reports. If 
the key findings make familiar reading it is because they continue a narrative that has been 
operating in Australia child protection systems for more than a decade. 

“There is a crisis in Australia’s child protection systems that needs national attention and a national 
response” said Dr Kirsty Nowlan  

“Recurrent national expenditure has risen by 8% to 4.3 billion with the majority of the funding 
directed at the crisis end of the system. The funding for preventing child abuse and neglect is stalled 
at 17% of the budget, meaning there is limited support for struggling families who are in need of 
help.”  

The report again shows that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are 7times as likely as 
non-Indigenous children to have received child protection services. It acknowledges that historical 
and ongoing disadvantage in Aboriginal families and communities play a role in this over 
representation, something Governments have known about for decades. Despite the clear and 
considered advice provided by the Family Matters campaign, there is almost no system change to 
address the devastation wrought by current child protection practices on Aboriginal families. 

The rise in the numbers of children receiving child protection services is accompanied by a rise in 
rates of poverty in Australia, and in particular the rates of children living in poverty and 
disadvantage. This can’t be ignored by Governments or the community, they are interrelated, they 
go hand in hand. 

The Benevolent Society calls on all Governments to act as a matter of urgency on the continual 
growth in the numbers of children entering the child protection system. Child protection systems in 
all jurisdictions need urgent reform to deliver early intervention and prevention services to families 
who need them, whilst providing high quality care to those children who cannot remain at home. 

This will require significant system and budget reform, but with leadership and commitment it can be 
done. 

Einstein’s definition of insanity was doing the same thing over and over again and expecting 
different results. This is precisely what is happening in Australia’s child protection systems.  

Our children deserve better. 
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For interviews, please contact: 
Jane Powles, Campaign Manager, Child and Family, The Benevolent Society 
T: 02 8262 3608  M: 0424 350 748 
Jane.powles@benevolent.org.au  
 

About The Benevolent Society 

The Benevolent Society is Australia’s first charity, working as a catalyst for social justice and change for over 200 years. 
Founded in 1813, The Benevolent Society advocates for a better life for all Australians, and provides in-home services 
for older Australians, and people with disability, as well as providing programs in Family support and early intervention.  
We help people age well and live their best lives, staying in their homes wherever possible. 

 For more information, please visit www.benevolent.org.au, on Facebook/thebenevolentsociety or on Twitter - 
@BenevolentAU 
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